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Like most normal people, Ben hadn't the faintest idea there was an Institute of Magic...Two years

after his parentsâ€™ sudden disappearance, Ben Greenwood stumbles upon a cryptic letter that

could shed some light on their whereabouts. But before he can track them down, heâ€™ll need to

find the mysterious organization that sent the letter:The Royal Institute of Magic.To succeed, Ben

will have to navigate a land filled with fantastic creatures and Spellshooters, where magic can be

bought and sold, to unravel an ancient family secret that could hold the key to defeating an evil the

Institute has been fighting for the last five hundred years. Elizabeth's Legacy is the first book in the

Royal Institute of Magic series.
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Thereâ€™s a lot to like about this tale of a modern teen stumbling into the world of magic, with its

hidden islands, Unseen races, tweaked history and dragon trains, but there were a couple of things

that hit a my rare sore spots. On the whole itâ€™s a good, solid read. The mystery of Benâ€™s

parents offers plenty of reason to keep turning the pages, and his descent into Taecia was



imaginative and fascinating. Okay, so perhaps the name dropping of various UK shops and brands

got on my nerves a bit, but itâ€™s a good way of connecting readers to this strange and magical

place (though probably less so for those not familiar with a British high street).So what didnâ€™t I

like? Well, the first chapter didnâ€™t work for me. Iâ€™m sorry, but if youâ€™re going to use a

historical setting, at least attempt to make it vaguely historical. The language, the attitude,

everything is far too modern. I donâ€™t care if this book is intended for a younger audience, if

youâ€™re going to use a historical setting then use it properly.I also really didnâ€™t appreciate

Benâ€™s attitude towards Natalie, the Token Girl. Actually I wasnâ€™t impressed with Benâ€™s

attitude towards girls in general. Heâ€™s seriously dismissive of them at several points in the book,

and out of nowhere goes from suspecting Natalie for perhaps reporting all their plans back to the

Institute to dismissing her completely as nothing but a pretty face. Not cool. Even when she proves

him wrong, she still fails to rise beyond anything but token smart girl.And now this review is full of

complaints, giving the impression that I didnâ€™t like this book. Which is a shame, because I did.

The world is imaginative, with more than a little of the same wonder Harry Potter was packed with

â€“ without falling into the Hogwarts trap.
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